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$123 million: 
Total energy savings for seven years, with 98 percent of  
school districts cutting energy use 

Total energy use in Kentucky school districts continue 
to decline, while square footage of school facilities 
continues to increase. Energy costs per MMBTU con-
tinue to increase and is expected to continue to rise. 

The major yardstick for these calculations is energy 
use intensity (EUI), which measures energy use 
(kBtu) per square foot. For the base year 2009-10, 
the statewide EUI index was 65.4 kBtu per square 
foot. In 2013-14 the EUI index was 60.9, and contin-
ued dropping steadily, now at 52.0 kBtu per square 
foot for 2015-16. Further, the corresponding cumula-
tive avoided cost during that period through con-
sumption reduction, rate corrections, rebates, refunds 
and utility case interventions is over $123 million. Sig-
nificantly, 98 percent of districts reduced energy con-
sumption over the same period. 

KSBA’s School Energy Managers Project (SEMP) has 
funded and trained local school energy managers 

since 2010. Current funding is in partnership with 
Louisville Gas & Electric/Kentucky Utilities Company 
and Kentucky Power Company. SEMP personnel help 
school districts: 

 Break down analytical and technical issues. 

 Develop and implement energy management 
plans. 

 Comply with statutory and board policy require-
ments. 

 Track energy usage. 

 Coordinate recognition events. 

 Consolidate and report statewide energy data to 
Legislative Research Commission and the Energy 
and Environment Cabinet. 

 Collaborate with the Kentucky Energy and Envi-
ronment Cabinet, utility companies, and other 
stakeholders to work on energy-saving activities.  

 

Figure 8 at left shows the MUNIS-
reported school energy costs from 
fiscal year 2000 through fiscal year 
2016. This graph shows that these 
costs had nearly doubled between 
fiscal years 2000 and 2008. The red 
lines on the graph illustrate the pro-
jected trajectory of costs and the cu-
mulative savings of over $123 million.  




